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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . A method of providing media to a plurality of in-room systems from a head- 
end system remote from the pluraHty of in-/oom systems, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing a pluraUty of acquisition ni6dia at each of the in-room systems; 
storing a pluraUty of access-only media at the head-end system; 
at each in-room system, providing access to each of the access-only media to assist 
the user in media acquisition choices; and 

recording the acquisition of any of the media at the head-end system. 



^ I 2. The method of dairy 1 wherein the acquisition media comprises devices for 
loring audio data and the access-yonly media comprises audio data. 



3 . The method of claim 2 wherein the acquisition media devices comprise any 
one of a CD, DAT, mini disc and cassette. 



Jk^ The method of claiip<z wherein the access-only media is stored on a CD. 

^ The method of clainj/S wherein the access-only media is stored in an audio 
card having memory. 



The method of claim 1 wherein the acquisition media comprises devices for 
storing audio/video data and the access-only media comprises audio/video data. 

^^yf^ The method of clairrj/^^herein the acquisition media comprises any ov)^ 
a CD, DVD and a video cassette. ^ 

^ The method of claini^Swherein the access-only media is stored on a DVD. 
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The method of clairrv^ wherein the access-only media is stored in an 
audio/video card having memory. 




The acquisition media. 

yfl. The method of claim 1 wherein the access-only media comprises a 
compilation of samples taken from the acquisition media. 



acquisitiop^ any 



Jr2, The me t hod e fccl aim 1 wherein the step of 

of the acquisition media comprises the steps of: 

at the in-room system, sensing the removal of one of the acquisftion media; 
'\ storing an acquisition signal encoded with a room identifiprand a media acquisition 

- 5 identifier at the in-room system; 

I 

\ transmitting the acquisition^gnal to t^fe4i69d7^nd system; and 

processing the acquisiffon signaj to defen^ine any charge associated with the 
acquisition. 



13. The method of claim 12 further comprising the steps of: 
upon sensing the repa<5val of one of the acquisition media, activating a check-out 

timer; 

monitoring^e in-room system for the retum of the removed acquisition media; and 
5 if the^i^moved media is not return ed within the rhp!<; ;.]^-niit timr a ll ot t^d^ prorf^eding 

with and processing steps. 




14. The method of claim 1 2(wherein the step of processing the acquisition signal 
bnipribes the steps of: / 

storing an acquisition pricer look-up table at the head-end system; and 
charging the user the prioe associated with the acquisition. 



ioe asso 
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le method of claim 1 further comprising the step of recording thg^-aCcess 
of any of the access-only media. 

^16. T hsJXigtbo d of claim 1 5 wherein the step of recordji^g the access of any of 
the access-only media comprises the steps of: 

at the in-room system, sensing the access to one of^ the access-only media; 
storing an access signal encoded with a rpom identifier and a media access 
5 identifier at the in-room system; 

transmitting the access si^ial.to tlteTa€ad-did system; and 

processing the access signal to d^emoir£ any charge associated with the access. 



17. The method of c^m 16 further comprising the steps of: 
upon sensing the a9ress of one of the access-only media, activating a free-sample 

timer; 

monitomi:^ the in-room system for continued access to the accessed media; and 
if^-^Ke accessed media is accessed throughout the free-sample time allotted, 

<^^r|ir|^ Wit ^ the storin g, tran< ^fpittiTi |i n u l p i ' M\0 si leps T " 




18. The method of claim 16Avherein the step of processing the access signal 
comprises the steps of: / 

storing an access price look-np table at the head-end system; and 
charging the user the price associated with the access. 

^,^97 The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of tracking the number 
of times an access-only media is accessed. 

t- 

2^, The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of tracking the number 
of times an acquisition media is acquired. 



/I? 
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21. A method of providing access-only media to a plurality of in-room systems 
fro^n a head-end system remote fi/om the plurality of in-room systems and tracking the 
access to the access-only media/said method comprising the steps of: 
storing a pluraHty^f ^i^cess-only media at the head-end system; 
transmitting e^ch ofi^thy access-only media over a communications line, each 
access-only media transmixt^ at a unique frequency; 

at each in-room system, providing access to the communication line through a 
frequency tuner for adjustably tuning to one of the unique frequencies; and 

recording the aqcess of any of the access-only media at the head-end system. 



m 
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22. _ JEhe- method of claim 21 wh er e i n the step of iccuidiiiK the acc ess^oTany of 
the access-only media comprises the steps of: 

at the in-room system, sensing the access to one of the access-only me^Ji€; 
storing an access signal encoded with a room identifier and a jja^ia acquisition 
identifier at the in-room system; 

transmitting the access signal to tlie-headyend systeprf and 

processing the access signal( to \^Qt^iwn^ymiy charge associated with the 
acquisition. 



timer; 



23. The method of clairn^z further comprising the steps of: 

upon sensing the acces^^ one of the access-only media, activating a free-sample 

monitoring^the in-room system for continued access to the accessed media; and 

if^^be^ccessed media is accessed throughout the free-sample time allotted, 

^ 



proceeding with the stpring, transmitting and processing steps. 

24. The method of claim/22 wherein the step of processing the access signal 
conjprises the steps of: 

storing an access price lorfk-up table at the head-end system; and 
charging the user the price associated with the access. 
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25. The method of claim 21 wherein the access-only media comprises audio 



data. 
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26. XKe method of claim 21 wherein the access-only media comprises 
audio/video jfeta. 

27. A method of providing accfess-only media to a plurality of in-room systems 
froin a remote master site through a plurajaty of head-end systems, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

storing a plurality of periodical)^ updated access-only media at the remote master 

site; 

periodically downloadiqg^tje Y^cess-only media to the plurality of head-end 
systems over a first communication network; 

at each of the head-end sys^fertfs, transmitting each of the access-only media over 
a second communications netwc^k, each access-only media transmitted at a unique 
frequency; 

at each in-room system, /providing access to the communication line through a 
frequency tuner for adjustably mining to one of the unique frequencies; and 

recording the access of any of the access-only media at the head-end system. 




